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Recent analysis undertaken by 
RDF:Insight shows that, while the 
headline growth figures for RDF exports 
from England are certainly impressive 
(Chart 1), there are underlying supply 
chain trends that may start to weigh on 
the sector’s ability to expand. 
 

Nearly 3 million tonnes of RDF/SRF were 
exported in 2015, a 19% increase on 
2014, and one might be forgiven for 
feeling the sector is a runaway success 
with unstoppable growth momentum. 
 

However, aside from the various 
messages swirling regarding a saturated 
export market caused by a combination 
of mild winters and an increase in 
domestic waste supply as economies 
improve, there is a structural 
observation which may influence the 
ongoing growth profile. 
 

Chart 2 shows the number of companies 
involved in the export and import of 
RDF/SRF. The total number of companies 
involved in the export and import of RDF 
was broadly similar until late 2013.  
After that, the total number of 
companies involved in exporting from 
England reached a plateau, whereas the 
number of active importers continued to 
rise. 
 

The implication is that, while the number of new hungry mouths per year has continued to grow, the 
number of exporters feeding them has failed to keep pace.  Given the state of saturation of the main 
outlets, it is probable that any waste company attempting to get a toehold in the export market finds 
it too challenging to break into.  Moreover, if the growth of the future is to come from the “unknown 
unknowns” in distant countries, it is unlikely that a non-specialist will have the skills necessary to 
unlock such markets. 
 

The continued growth of the RDF/SRF export market, therefore, appears to rely on the existing 
exporters working harder and pushing further into new markets. 

 

This analysis is a summary of a fuller report sent to subscribers to the 
RDF:Insight service (see next page for more information)  
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Subscribers to RDF:Insight receive ad-hoc periodic analysis of underlying trends and observations 

Contact us at info@link2energy.co.uk or call 01652 601754 

RDF:Insight from Link2Energy Ltd 

Periodic Analysis: Trends In The RDF Export Market 

The RDF Activity Report shows the key market figures, giving a management information dashboard. 

Drill down into the detail of a particular country, with growth profile and market share information. 

Monthly: RDF Activity Report - Market Summary Overview 

Monthly: Country-Level Exporter-Importer Analysis 

Understand market relationships better with this powerful glimpse into the RDF / SRF supply chain. 

Quarterly: Contract Insight Report 


