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     England vs Scotland Profile 

Through a Freedom Of Information request, Link2Energy has carried out analysis of data relating to exports of RDF 
from Scotland.  The data received does not offer the level of detail that the English equivalent presents - the 
Scotland data does not reveal the names of companies who are exporting, nor the overseas recipients.  Nonetheless, 
it is possible to give two snippets of insight which may only be of interest from a professional curiosity perspective. 
 

 
 
 

 

Exports from Scotland amount to barely 100,000 tonnes, compared to the annual level of exports from England at the 
equivalent point.  This means that Scotland’s RDF exports equate to only 4% of the combined England / Scotland 
total.  In fact, the tonnage of material leaving England via the port of Hull alone exceeds the total volume being 
exported from Scotland. 
 

It is worth noting that the annual total waste from Scotland amounts to around 20 million tonnes, compared to 
approximately 163 million tonnes (1) from England (this includes domestic, C&I and construction wastes).  Thus, 
Scotland produces around 12% of the waste that England does, but its RDF export percentage is significantly lower.  
This difference is not accounted for by the relative recycling rates - Scotland’s overall recycling rate is slightly lower 
than that in England, indicating that RDF feedstock is not being recycled more ‘effectively’ in Scotland.  Thus, it is 
more likely to be a consequence of the comparative commercial unviability of producing RDF in a country with a 
lower population density.  Additionally, there is evidence that some RDF material from Scotland is exported via 
English ports to improve the economics of shipping to the Netherlands (2). 
 
(1) 

National waste figures from “UK Statistics on Waste” (Defra), 2015 
(2) “Research into SRF and RDF Exports to Other EU Countries” (CIWM), 2013   
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     1. Relative Market Size 



               Link2Energy Ltd (Company Registration No: 40377800) registered office is at: 1-3 Bigby Street, Brigg, North Lincolnshire DN20 8EJ. VAT Registration No. 746 1605 35. 

     2. Destination Profile 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Taking the Scotland and England data, we can present a 
percentage profile of RDF export destination.  The 
relative importance of the Scandinavian market to the 
Scottish exporters is evident - although it is notable 
that Norway does not appear as a destination at all in 
the Scotland data.  However, even from England, there 
are only three companies exporting RDF to Norway 
(Andusia Recovered Fuels, Gemi UK and Totus 
Environmental), so the Norwegian market is relatively 
limited in terms of UK exports. 
 
Scotland finds itself at a disadvantage compared to 
England based on the geography and consequent 
logistics.  England has a higher population density, 
making RDF processing more economically feasible.  
England also has shorter logistical routes to key RDF 
outlets such as the Netherlands, Belgium and Germany. 
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