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Growing The UK Nutrient Platform 

Stakeholders meet in London to discuss objectives, organisation and possible funding of a UK 
Nutrient Platform. 

 

The second meeting of stakeholders and other parties interested in the development of a UK 
Nutrient Platform gathered at the Royal Society of Chemistry in London on the 29th of April 
2015, the aim being to establish a cross-sector UK Nutrient Platform for those with interests in 
sustainable nutrient use and recycling, nutrient management and security and environmental 
impact.  Delegates from industry, research, consultancy, public agencies and farming 
organisations heard initial presentations covering a range of aspects such as the Phosphorus 
Mass Flow Analysis (Birmingham University), issues surrounding nitrogen management and 
oceanic dead zones (Leeds University), the substantial progress on phosphorus-reduction in 
sewage works outflow (Environment Agency) and the innovative use of by-products such as 
meat & bone ash to create sustainable fertilisers (ICL Fertilisers).  Discussions progressed to 
exploring possible structures for a UK Nutrient Platform with a presentation from the 
Knowledge Transfer Network on possible funding models, followed by a summary of the key 
stages required in roadmapping innovation opportunities by Lucid Insight.  Finally, the benefits 
of multi-stakeholder platforms in terms of taking innovation through to purposeful 
implementation were demonstrated by the European Sustainable Phosphorus Platform. 

 

The afternoon saw participants engage in facilitated discussions, focused on the envisaged 
objectives of a UK Nutrient Platform and its potential structure and governance.  Feedback 
from these sessions will contribute to the journey towards the creation of a sustainable 
Nutrient Platform, embodying principles of the Circular Economy and serving as a 
showcase for innovation through Case Studies and experience transfer 
through the creation of a productive network. 

 

The presentations and a fuller review of the discussion responses 
will be made available on the Biorefine (www.biorefine.eu) and 
Link2Energy (www.link2energy.co.uk) websites. 


